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INTRACTABLE BILATERAL PNEUMOTHORAX DUE TO LUNG METASTASES FROM
BREAST SPINDLE CELL CARCINOMA—A CASE REPORT—

Mami YOSHIDA, Yoshihiro KAIWA, Kai MAIDA,

Takahiro HEISHI and Satoshi SEKIGUCHI
Department of Surgery, Sendai City Hospital

We report a case of bilateral pneumothorax because of lung metastases that occurred during postop-
erative chemotherapy for spindle cell carcinoma of the breast. The patient was a 55-year-old woman who
presented with an abnormal finding of her mammography when she was 52 years old. Repeated needle
biopsies revealed no malignant findings until 54 years old when a needle biopsy showed breast spindle cell
carcinoma (ER-, PR-, HER2-). Then she underwent total mastectomy, axillary lymph node dissection,
and postoperative chemotherapy. During postoperative chemotherapy, she developed dyspnea and her
chest X-ray film showed right pneumothorax. Although right pneumothorax was improved by chest
drainage, left pneumothorax was also recognized on the 6th hospital day. On the 11th day, thoracoscopic
bilateral partial lung resection was performed, because no remission was gained. The pathological diagno-
sis was lung metastases of breast spindle cell carcinoma.

Since bilateral pneumothorax was repeated two times at the same year, chest drainage and adhesion
therapy were performed repeatedly. The patient died of aggravation of the disease at the age of 56.

Spindle cell carcinoma of the breast is a rare disease that is often difficult to diagnose, but if a breast
tumor has a cystic tendency, we should consider spindle cell carcinoma as a possible diagnosis. When sec-
ondary pneumothorax due to lung metastasis occurs, pleurodesis may improve the patient’s quality of life.
Key words : spindle cell carcinoma, pneumothorax, lung metastasis




